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Introduction: 

Founded in response to the call for action during the first Finance in Common Summit in 2020, 
the Water Finance Coalition consists of prominent Public Development Banks (PDBs) that are 
dedicated to advancing sustainable water and sanitation financing. It acknowledges the 
pressing need for increased investments in the water sector. Building upon the principles 
outlined in the Rome Declaration launched in 2021 in the second edition of the Finance in 
Common Summit (FICS), the Coalition recognizes the pivotal role that PDBs play in mobilizing 
financial resources and is now committed to harnessing the collective strength of its members 
to drive transformative change for Water Security.  

The mission of the Water Finance Coalition, as a network of PDBs, is to commit to 
strengthening water dialogue, collaboration, alliances and knowledge, with the ultimate goal 
of mobilizing and catalysing more financial resources, both public and private, for the water 
and sanitation sector. The vision of the Coalition is to increase financing by means of alliances 
and cooperation between PDBs to foster Water Security for all.  

In order to generate change in water sector financing, we, Public Development Banks (PDBs) 
and Associations of PDBs aim at achieving the following three goals: 

Goal 1: Strengthen the Water Finance Coalition community to promote peer 

learning and knowledge sharing for water and sanitation financing. 

1. Strengthening Stakeholder Engagement and Partnerships: we actively engage with 
governments, local communities, civil society organizations, private sector and other 
key stakeholders to take into account national and regional circumstances. By 
fostering inclusive partnerships, we ensure that investments in the water sector align 
with local priorities, PDB’s standards and principles, including respect human rights, 
promote gender equality, and deliver equitable and sustainable outcomes etc. 

Goal 2: Contribute to attract financing towards climate commitments through 
interlinkages with Water Security.  

2. Measuring Progress: Each institution will report on the progress of water sector 
financing. By establishing clear metrics and indicators, we track our collective efforts 
to enhance funding for water and sanitation projects worldwide. This systematic 
tracking enables us to gauge the effectiveness of our financing strategies in advancing 
both climate commitments and Water Security objectives. That way, we can 
strategically direct financing towards initiatives that promote Water Security and 
contribute to climate objectives. 



 
 

3. Increasing Co-Financing Opportunities: Emphasizing the importance of collaboration, 
we commit to doing more co-financing between PDBs within the next years. Through 
partnerships, we leverage additional funding sources to magnify the impact of our 
investments and enhance the sustainability of the water sector. This collaboration also 
enables us to align our financing strategies with climate commitments, ensuring that 
both Water Security and climate objectives are clearly addressed. 

Goal 3: Expand dialogue and technical support to PDBs to increase financing 

in Water Security. 

4. Enhancing Technical Assistance, coaching and mentoring: Recognizing the 
significance of technical assistance, coaching and mentoring tools, we will continue 
supporting partner countries. Our focus areas include PDBs water sector strategy and 
mandates, project design, implementation and monitoring, empowering local 
stakeholders to effectively manage water resources, improve service delivery, and 
drive sustainable development. 

Conclusion: 

The Water Finance Coalition is steadfast in its goal to catalysing increased investments in the 
water sector for Water Security Projects. Through our collective actions and partnerships, we 
will drive positive change, strengthen the resilience of communities, and contribute to the 
achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals.  

 


